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ADVISORY TO SHIPPING No. A-28-2020
August 5, 2020
TO

:

SUBJECT:

All Shipping Agents, Owners, and Operators
Monthly Canal Operations Summary – JULY 2020

1. Panama Canal Statistical Summary:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Transit Pilot Force .............................................................................................................. 258
Pilots in Training .............................................................................................................. 32
Tugs
.............................................................................................................. 46
Locomotives
.............................................................................................................. 100

2. Traffic Statistics:
Arrivals
Oceangoing Transits
Canal Waters Time (hours)
In-Transit Time (hours)
Oceangoing Transits:
Vessels of less than 91’ beam
Vessels 91’ beam to under 107’ beam
Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and over)
Total:
Booking Slots:
Neopanamax Vessels (107’ beam and Over)
Large Vessels (91’ beam to under 107’ beam)
Regular Vessels (less than 91' beam)
Regular Vessels (up to 300' in length)
Auctioned booking slots

Daily Average
30.03
30.10
28.34
10.25

High
38
33
19.00
8.41

Low
19
23
40.38
11.89

Total

Daily Average

Percentage

161
532
240
933

5.19
17.16
7.74
30.10

17.26
57.02
25.72
100.00

Available
240*
403*
186*

Used
183*1
275*1
102*1

Percentage
77.79
68.24
54.84

n/a

n/a

n/a

4

0

00.00

* Does not include additional auctioned booking slots
¹ Includes booked transits only

3. The following pages provide the scheduled locks maintenance work, and other items
of interest to the shipping community.
4. This advisory will be canceled for record purposes on August 31, 2020.
ORIGINAL SIGNED

Ilya R. Espino de Marotta
Acting Vice President for Transit Business

ADVISORIES ARE AVAILABLE AT http://www.pancanal.com
FOR ETAs OR DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH OUR OFFICES, REFER TO NOTICE N-3-2020
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SCHEDULE OF PANAMAX LOCKS MAINTENANCE OUTAGES
Dates

Duration

August 13, 2020

12 hours

August 25 to 26, 2020

34 hours

Miraflores

West*

Pedro Miguel

West****

Gatun

Estimated
Capacity^

Expected
Booking
Condition^

Status

East*

24-26

1.a

Confirmed

21-23

2

Confirmed

The normal transit capacity of the Panamax locks is 32-34 vessels per day and 9-10 vessels in the Neopanamax Locks, depending on vessel mix, transit restrictions and other factors. This capacity is reduced
during locks maintenance work, as indicated in the above table. Consequently, vessels may experience delays in transiting. When the Panama Canal’s capacity is expected to be reduced, a corresponding
reduction in the number of available reserved transit slots may be ordered by the Canal Authority. Whenever a set of locks requires a major outage of one of its two lanes for dry chamber inspection, miter gate
repairs, tow track work or other major maintenance/improvement projects, advantage may be taken to perform simultaneous single lane outages at other locks.
*
**
***
****
^

In order to perform scheduled maintenance works
In order to perform scheduled dry chamber works
Culvert outage
12-hours to be performed simultaneously with Miraflores
outage
Effective Feb. 15, 2020 and until further notice, the total
number of reserved slots offered and daily transits is being
adjusted as part of the water conservation strategy. The
booking condition may be modified depending on the level of
Gatun Lake.

The Panama Canal Resumes Seasonal Measures to Protect Marine Life and
Reduce Emissions
From August 1 to November 30, 2020, the Panama Canal will encourage the protection of whales,
dolphins, and other large aquatic animals as they begin their seasonal migration, crossing paths with
vessels heading to the Canal. In accordance with the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) annual
recommendations, ships traveling to and from the Canal via the Pacific and Atlantic Ocean during this
period must stay within designated navigation areas known as Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS), which
decrease the overlap between vessels entering or exiting the Canal and migrating whales. Vessels
traveling through these areas on the Pacific side of the Canal should also proceed at a speed of no more
than 10 knots, a practice known as Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR).
Effective every year during the seasonal migrating period, the TSS in the Gulf of Panama have
considerably decreased the interaction between ships and migratory whales since the scheme was first
put in place and then amplified by the Panama Canal in 2014, according to the Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute (STRI).
“We understand the magnitude of ships passing through the Canal and the need to co-exist with the
wildlife in our waters,” said Administrator Ricaurte Vasquez. “The Canal has always prided itself as being
a steward to the environment and as part of this commitment, we are always looking for ways to optimize
our route, whether that means protecting marine life, reducing emissions, or both.”
A recent study commissioned by the Panama Canal found that the VSR program also fosters significant
emissions reductions. The study analyzed speed, position and heading data from vessels’ automatic
identification systems (AIS) between 2017 and 2019, and found that vessels lowered their greenhouse
gas (GHG) and pollutant gas emissions by an average of 75% during the seasonal TSS measures,
depending on the type, size, and fuel of the vessel. This amounts to over 15,000 tons of carbon dioxide
(CO2).
The TSS program demonstrates how small changes in speed can have a disproportionate impact on
protecting migrating cetaceans from collisions, in addition to reducing GHG emissions. Broader studies
have shown, for example, that doubling the speed of a vessel from 10 to 20 knots not only raises the risk
of vessel-whale collisions, but can also increase the vessel’s engine load, fuel use and emissions by
approximately eight times, under special conditions.
“This is an industry-wide effort, and we cannot achieve any of our environmental goals, let alone reach
the IMO’s emissions reductions targets, without a long-term partnership with our customers,” said Alexis
Rodriguez, Environmental Specialist. “We take a sincere role in being the most efficient and
environmentally conscious all-water route.”
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The Canal is not alone in its efforts – TSS and VSR programs are used worldwide to reduce collision
between ships and marine life. In 2002, the Bay of Fundy and the east coast of Canada also adopted the
IMO regulation, to name a few.
From the 20-year-old restriction on the use of heavy maneuvering fuel and the discharge of any type of
solid or liquid waste to its waters to the most recent industry-wide efforts to reduce GHG emissions per
transport work by at least 40% by 2030, the Panama Canal remains committed to approaching
environmental sustainability as a business imperative, providing the most efficient and safe routes for its
customers.
Since opening in 1914, the Panama Canal has directly contributed to the reduction of 800 million tons of
CO2 emissions. Its environmental initiatives have grown in recent years thanks in part to the Expanded
Canal, which allows shippers to consolidate shipments on larger vessels, thus saving time, fuel and
emissions.

